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RAM FAMILY: 

I hope this notice finds each of you safe and doing well!  The past month has been an unprecedented, and 
hopefully, a once in a lifetime experience.  The experience has definitely tested everyone’s ability to persevere 
in difficult times.  Please remember, everyone is in this together and going through the same challenges.  Stay 
resilient through positivity and reminding yourself of what is truly important in our lives.  This will pass and we 
will come out of this even stronger than we went into it! 

To our seniors, life has definitely thrown a curve ball your way.  I know it is disappointing knowing you have 
missed many of the major senior activities traditionally loved by seniors across the country.  Please remember, 
it is not just the RAM Class of 2020 that is impacted by these lost opportunities, it is all seniors across the state 
and the country.  You are not alone in your disappointment!  WCSD is committed to providing our seniors with 
the best graduation possible under the circumstances.  The RAMS will conduct a virtual graduation on May 
22nd, and if possible we will conduct a traditional ceremony this summer (read below for more information). 

To the teachers and administrators of Worth County Schools, we couldn’t be prouder of you for stepping up and 
doing the best you could under these circumstances!  It confirms that we employ some of the best of the best 
that Georgia has to offer!! 

The school district would be negligent if we didn’t recognize the unselfishness of our bus drivers and school 
nutrition workers who volunteered to work under extreme circumstances to provide meals to our students!  Mr. 
Parten’s and Mrs. Thomas’ leadership during our feeding program is greatly appreciated!  We will continue to 
re-evaluate the situation and keep open the possibility that the district will be back serving meals sometime this 
summer. 

At this point the best everyone can do is take care of their health.  Continue to practice the CDC’s 
recommendations for social distancing, staying home, washing hands, and wearing protective masks.  Together, 
we can and will whip this virus!! 

 

GO RAMS!  STAY RAM STRONG! 

 

 

Superintendent WCSD 

 



What can the School Community Expect for the Remainder of the 2019-2020 School year? 

During this unpredictable time, teaching and learning will obviously look different than it did before. For the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, teaching and learning will be centered on digital support for students’ 
academic, emotional, and social needs. With Governor Kemp’s announcement that all Georgia public schools 
will be closed for the remainder of this school year, WCSD has worked diligently to ensure instructional 
opportunities continued in these unprecedented times.  We understand the many challenges “homeschooling” 
has created for many students, families, and teachers, and we want to thank everyone for their patience and 
perseverance during these unforeseen times!   

WCSD will end all instruction on May 1, 2020.  Although not ideal, the impact of this will be minimal 
considering that schools are usually occupied with state testing during this time and instruction in most schools 
has slowed, if not stopped even in ‘normal’ times.  This practice is also similar to what many of the area school 
districts have adopted as well. 

Please read below for more information on the specifics of the plan for each set of grade bands.  We have 
worked hard to develop a plan that would not penalize students in a negative manner; however, this does not 
mean that students still aren’t held accountable for their academic performance up to the time of school 
closures.  We must be careful not to devalue the work that students have done through the first three quarters of 
the school year, and we believe our plan accomplishes both fairness and maintaining the value of previous 
school work. 

Credit recovery opportunities will be provided to students needing to improve grades.  The deadline for all 
credit recovery work will be May 15th, so it is imperative that students needing to recovery credits do so 
without procrastination. 

PreK-2 

Students in grades PreK-2 are graded using a standards based report card and do not receive numerical grades; 
therefore, the promotion criteria for students in PreK-2 will remain the same. Final placement/retention 
decisions for students not meeting requirements will be made by the grade level Data Teams through virtual 
meetings. Parents will be notified by homeroom teacher regarding promotion, placement or retention.  

Grades 3-5 

Final grades will remain cumulative; in the absence of the 4th nine-week grade due to the COVID-19 school 
closures, the highest prior nine-week grade will be averaged twice. A grade of 70 is the minimum passing score 
for all subjects/courses. In using the highest numeric nine-week grade as the 4th nine-week grade, teachers will 
need to manually key the nine-week grade and post the final grade.  

Grades 6-12 

Final grades will remain cumulative; in the absence of the 4th nine-week grade due to the COVID-19 school 
closures, the highest prior nine-week grade will be averaged twice. A grade of 70 is the minimum passing score 
for all subjects/courses. In using the highest numeric nine-week grade as the 4th nine-week grade, teachers will 
need to manually key the nine-week grade, post the S2 grade, and post the final grade.  

  



WCAC/Credit Recovery/Study Skills 

• Students in WCAC /Credit Recovery/Study Skills will need to complete 75% of their APEX courses by 
the May 15th deadline with a minimum passing score of 70.  

Failing Students:  

Students whose final average in each subject/course that does not meet the 70 minimum passing score will be 
given additional time to improve grades through the completion of a subject course project. For seniors this will 
be the senior project. All assignments will be submitted by Google Classroom. 

• Report grades as pass/fail for all students in grades PreK-2. Report grades for students in grades 3-12 
will be reported as numeric grades for GPA calculation purposes. 

Dual Enrollment (DE) Students   

Colleges and universities with the University System of Georgia (USG) and the Technical College System of 
Georgia (TCSG) are working with their respective school districts to help shift high school students currently 
enrolled in Dual Enrollment courses to on-line instruction in those courses. High School Coordinators at the 
technical colleges are working with their respective school districts to move towards on-line classes.  Credit for 
Dual Enrollment courses are determined by the college or university that the student attends. Students who 
complete Dual Enrollment course requirements will receive credit, as determined by their local college or 
university. 

Graduation 

WCSD will conduct a virtual graduation on Friday, May 22.  The graduation ceremony is in partnership with 
Herff Jones.  Seniors need to monitor their school emails for information related to this process for participation 
in the virtual graduation.  Deadlines are extremely tight and are required to be met, so please monitor emails 
daily.  If seniors have any questions about the virtual graduation, contact Mr. Scott Kersh via email. 

The school district will continue to monitor the COVID-19 crisis and we will make a decision on a traditional 
ceremony later in the summer if possible.  We are hopeful that we will be able to have a live ceremony 
sometime in July, prior to the start of the new school year. 

This guidance is consistent with the approach that Georgia Superintendent Richards Woods is taking with 
mandated state testing and accountability requirements. The GaDOE has suspended the following until further 
notice: 

 State assessment window/administration (including Georgia Milestones EOGs and EOCs, the Georgia 
Alternate Assessment/GAA 2.0, and all other required testing 

 Teacher and leader evaluation (TKES/LKES) requirements and reporting 

 State-level attendance-related consequences (including CCRPI, TKES/LKES, School Climate Star 
Rating, and make-up day requirements) 

mailto:skersh@worthschools.net?subject=Virtual%20Graduation%20Question

